
 

 

 

 

 

 

Directors of Tomorrow students talk sustainability  

Ladies’ College students, Liv Strappini and Hetti Ross and Blanchelande College student, Ben Stark have been named 
as this year’s leading Directors of Tomorrow. 

The Directors of Tomorrow initiative was created by The Ana Leaf Foundation to showcase young business talent on 
the island. 

This year the scheme invited ten students, who were selected by their teachers due to their interest in business or 
economics, to attend the Directors of Tomorrow lunch, hosted by Dr Matthew Agarwala, a leading environmental 
economist and the IoD Conference in the evening. This year’s conference focused on sustainability, and how it is 

integral to the island’s global brand and the wider economy. It featured talks from keynote speakers Dr Agarwala 

and Tom Rivett-Carnac, one of the architects of the Paris Climate Agreement. The students were then asked to 
submit a blog based on their experience at the events. 

These blogs were judged by IoD Chair in Guernsey, Wendy Dorey, and representatives from The Ana Leaf 
Foundation. The three students’ accounts of their experience will be hosted on the Guernsey IoD website and they 
will benefit from further opportunities with the IoD in the next year. 

Wendy Dorey, Institute of Directors Guernsey Chair, said: “The Directors of Tomorrow initiative is a great way for 
students to become immersed in the changing business world. All the blogs demonstrated a good understanding of 
the issues that were discussed on the evening. The students are very engaged in the ways Guernsey can become 
more sustainable and I highly encourage them to take up the opportunities available to them on the island.” 

Hayley de Putron, a Trustee of The Ana Leaf Foundation, said: “The initiative is now in its 11th year, and provides 
students with a chance to voice their own opinions to industry professionals. I’m pleased the students found the 
experience informative and interesting and hopefully, with the knowledge they have now, they will take into account 
the environment when making personal and business decisions.” 

Ben Stark, a student from Blanchelande College, said: “I was pleased to have the opportunity to attend the Institute 
of Directors Convention. I was interested to see how a small, and somewhat insignificant island could have an impact 
on such a titanic issue like climate change. My query was answered as an advocate of each of Guernsey’s sectors 
gave ways in which Guernsey could make a global impact.” 

The Directors of Tomorrow blogs can be viewed on the Guernsey IoD website here: https://www.iod.gg/ 

ENDS 

Issued by Amber Mauger, Orchard PR, 01481 251251, amber@orchardpr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iod.gg/


 



 



 

                       Hetti Ross 

 

           

When I got told that I had the opportunity to attend the Institute of Directors convention on how 

Guernsey can make a global impact on the environment I felt as though I had to attend. I was 

interested to see how a small, and somewhat insignificant island could have an impact on such a 

titanic issue like climate change. 

I was pleased that the convention answered my query; as a advocate of each of Guernsey’s sectors 

gave ways in which that sector could make a global impact. I was particularly looking forward to 

hearing about the ways the finance sector can make a difference, knowing what an important sector 

it is to Guernsey. One way that was suggested was for employees to use public transport or by bike 

to create less pollution. 

Another thing that stood out to me was the amazing food that was provided by Suko, they made 

sure that all produce adhered to the 20 mile meal, which states that food if possible should be 

produced from within 20 miles as away of combating the pollution created when food is 

transported.  

I thank the IOD and the Directors of Tomorrow for inviting me on the convention, and I will aim to 

take on board 3 ways that will reduce the impact of my life on the climate.  

Ben Stark 
 

 

 

 

 



CAN A SMALL 
ISLAND MAKE 
A BIG IMPACT ON 
A GLOBAL ISSUE? 
IoD Annual Convention 

2021 

Liv Strappini  

 

  

 

 

 What I took away from this experience. Being given the opportunity to attend the 

annual IoD convention 2021 was a valuable and worthy experience for me, and the other 

students invited in my opinion. This informative and inspiring evening taught me so 

much about sustainability from another point of view, through the 

economist’s perspective. This is a fascinating and complex issue 

which involves everyday activities that everybody contributes to 

with elements such as food waste, travel, tourism and more. Some 

of the figures and facts where particularly shocking and it make 

me think about how my generation must be the people to more 

forward and be innovative. One 

statistic which really shocked me was the 

fact that 20,000 slices of bread are thrown 

away and wasted every DAY in guernsey and 

that was a fact that really stuck with me. 

Being educated on facts such as this has made me a lot more aware 

of elements of my daily life which are not sustainable and need 

to be changed quick! Another element of the conference which 

I thought was particularly relevant for me as well as other young 

people was the part about travel. At my current age its very 

common for me and my peers to be learning to drive, we are the generation who needs to 

change this issue and we can start as soon as we can drive. Avoiding unnecessary short 

journeys, walking where possible, cycling and getting public transport as well as car 

sharing is something this conference has inspired me to act into doing. I believe it is 

my generations duty to make it more common to take alternative transport options rather 

than driving with one passenger per vehicle.  
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The Directors of Tomorrow (DoT) initiative 

aims to inspire young people to become the 

island’s future leaders and the unique 

experiences help to motivate students to 

achieve their goals. The initiative is now 

in its eight year and since its inception 

has supported over 50 young people - some 

of whom are now working in the industry 

both home and abroad. WHAT WAS THE EVENING 

LIKE? Personally, I found that the evening 

was very educational and incredibly 

interesting. From the sustainable napkins 

and table gifts to the locally sourced beef 

and 10-mile food travel idea the whole 

event was put together to be as sustainable 

as possible which I thought was a really 

important element as the event was focusing 

on sustainability. 

 

Up to 1/3 of food 

produced is 

wasted 

Low carbon sectors 

one of the fastest 

growing sectors in the 

world. 

Individual changes 

make a huge 

difference as a 

whole community! 

On average 20,000 

slices of bread are 

thrown out every day 

Supporting eco-

tourism is 

important for the 

future 

ENERGY, WASTE 

AND TRANSPORT 

are the biggest carbon 

footprint contributors in 

Guernsey. 

 


